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CONFIDENTIAL STOCKHOLM 4156 
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TAGS: PFOR, PO, SW, US 

SUBJECT: SWEDISH PERCEPTION OF U.S. POLICY TOWARDS PORTUGAL 

REF: (A) STATE 192340 
(B) STOCKHOLM 3962 

1. DURING MEETING WITH DEPUTY SECRETARY OF SWEDISH MEA 
SVERKER ASTROM, I ASKED HIM FOR HIS VIEWS ON CRITICISM OF 
U.S. POLICY TOWARDS PORTUGAL VOICED BY AIDE TO PRIME 
MINISTER PALME, PIERRE SCHORL DURING VISIT OF LATTER TO 
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CARPING, ASTROM SAID THAT USG HAS ACTED WITH 
"COMMENDABLE RESTRAINT" TOWARDS PORTUGAL. IN NO WAY, HE 
CONTINUED, COULD GOS FAULT OUR PORTUGUESE POLICY, ADDING 
THAT USG HAD DISPLAYED A "GREAT DEAL OF FOREBEARANCE" 
TOWARDS EVENTS IN THAT COUNTRY. 

2. I ASKED ASTROM WHETHER THERE HAD BEEN ANY CONCRETE 
RESULTS FROM AUGUST 2 MEETING OF EUROPEAN SOCIALIST LEADERS 
ON PORTUGAL (REF B). ASTROM REPLIED THAT THERE HAVE BEEN 

NO RESULTS AS YET, SINCE FIRST MEETING OF ACTION COMMITTEE 
FORMED AT STOCKHOLM MEETING WILL NOT BE HELD UNTIL NEXT 
MONTH. IN MEANTIME, ASTROM CONTINUED, EUROPEAN SOCIALISTS 
ARE GIVING "MORAL SUPPORT" TO DEMOCRACY IN PORTUGAL BY 
TRYING TO MOBILIZE EUROPEAN OPINION IN FAVOR OF SOARES 
AND PS, WHICH IS WHAT SOARES WANTS. 

3. CONCERNING SWEDISH AID TO PORTUGAL, ASTROM CONFIRMED 
THAT GOS WOULD SUBMIT TO RIKSDAG IN OCTOBER PROPOSAL 
FOR 10 MILLION KRONER IN TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO PORTUGAL. 

HE SAID GOS POLICY TOWARDS PORTUGAL REMAINED UNCHANGED 
DESPITE RECENT EVENTS IN THAT COUNTRY, ADDING THAT GOS 
STILL EXPECTS AFM DELEGATION TO VISIT STOCKHOLM NEXT MONTH. 
HE OBSERVED THAT PORTUGUESE LAWS MADE MATERIAL ASSISTANCE 
TO POLITICAL PARTIES DIFFICULT. ADDING THAT IN ANY 

EVENT, SWEDISH SOCIAL DEMOCRATS WOULD NOT RPT NOT BE 
GIVING "MASSIVE" AID TO PS. 
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